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I. Fonda Poxttics, 


The Tripura Hitaishi [ Comilla] of the 25th December has the following: — 

It will cause great anxiety to the Indians if 
re oo the British losses be heavy in the Transvaal war, 
Great harm will also be caused to India if the other European Powers rise 
against England, The Indians are a loyal . and want to get the right of 
self-government, living as they do under British rule. They will not . 
live under the rule of any other nation except the English, The Indians will 
be glad to see the English invincible both in land and on water, 


2. The Habiul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 25th December has the follow- 


— * eneral Buller's defeat has encouraged the 
Boers, It was the opinion of the English public, as expressed in the English 
Press, that within eight days from Sir Redvers Buller’s arrival the Boers would 
be vanquished and the Transvaal occupied. But this hope has not been fulfilled. 
It appears that the British troops in Natal will not be able to take the offensive 
so long as Lord Roberts from London and Lord Kitchener from the Soudan do 
not arrive in South Africa. General Buller’s defeat has given Lord Roberts, of 
Chitral fame, and General Kitchener, who has become so famous for his skill 
and bravery in the Soudan, occasion to go to the-Transvaal. In the opinion of 
some wise Englishmen, England has not met with such serious reverses as those 
in the Transvaal war since the days of the Sepoy Mutiny. There are one lakh 
and twenty thousand British troops in South Africa, and eighty thousand Boers 
have successfully opposed them. But it is said that the Boers will be ultimately 
defeated, But there are three great disadvantages on the English side, The 


Boers know every creek and corner of South Africa, but the English are quite 


ignorant of its topography. The English Generals do not appear to be skilled 
in the tactics of war. The Transvaal Boers are again being joined by the 
Free State Boers. This being the case, the English will not be able to easily 
defeat the enemy. If England is defeated in the war, she will fall not only in 
the estimation of the Boers, but also in the estimation of Europe, as Italy dic 
after her defeat at the hands of the Abyssinians, It will be impossible fo 
England to make peace with honour after her late reverses, and she will there- 
fore be obliged to fight to the last. It is true that the British will ultimately 
be victorious if the Boers are not helped by any European Power, but their 
victory will be won at a tremendous cost, and there will be nothing to com- 
pensate them for their loss, England will also have to increase her fighting 
strength after the war is over to maintain her position as a first class Power. 
3. The Charu Mthir ——— of the 26th December has the 
8 - following :— 7 
* The Englishman and other English papers are 
afraid that if the English fail to conquer the Boers, a mighty power 2 in 
South Africa. We do not attach much importance to such speculations. Even 
if the Boers are not conquered, Cape Colony will not easily pass out of British 
hands. The Boers never expect to deprive the English of Cape Colony. 
There is no probability of the colonies remaining for ever under British ule. 
The British are always paps: for this. The British Power has not been 
weakened by the passing of the United States out of British hands. We do 
not see any necessity for conquering the Boers at all hazards, English prestige 
will not suffer if peace is made with the Boers after defeating them in one or 
two battles, We cannot call those far-sighted who advise England to risk 
everything in the war. | 
4. The same paper has the following :— ‘ 


The Home Government has accepted the hel 
aan troops and the Transvaal of the colonies in the Transvaal cn It.is to be 
regretted that Indian troops have not been sent to 


the scene of war. The Sikhs and Gurkhas are always spoken of in high terms. 


ay would have felt happy if they had been allowed to show their valour 
in the war, India isa part and parcel of British dominion. Why, then, are 
not Indian soldiers allowed to maintain the glory of the Empire? We hear 

that the Boers are employing Zulus and 1 dark peoples in the war. It is 
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not right that Indian soldiers are not sent to the war only because their skin 
is dark. . f 
N Nava Yvo, 5. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 28th December has the following :-— 
Dec, 28th, 1899. No volunteer corps has come forward to go to 
The Calcutta Volunteers and the South Africa, but some individual members of some 
Tuna war. of the corps have offered their services to the 
Government. Perhaps it is fear that has prevented the volunteer corps from 
venturing to the front. It is nothing but cowardliness on their part to assume 
this indifferent attitude at the time of need and after having so long wasted 
: Government’s powder and shot. Will the Government pardon those who had 
5 so long boasted of their bravery, but have failed to serve the Government at 
: the time of need ? 5 
b _ Bamay, 6, The Samay [Calcutta] of the 29th December has the following: 
— Mr. Gandhi, who lives in Durban, on business, 
3 wrote to the English Press about the ill-treatment 
is which Indians receive both in the Transvaal and in Natal. A certain gentle- 
f man, probably an Englishman, thus comments on his letter:— : 
„Why this war against the Boers? It is certainly for the Uitlanders. 
The Uitlanders in the Transvaal are nearly all of English parentage. Though 
these Uitlanders enjoy the lion’s share of the wealth of the Transvaal, they 
have no voice in the internal administration of the country. They have to 
live as subjects of the Transvaal Government, and the Boers have no respect 
or care for them. The English could not tolerate such treatment of their 
countrymen; hence this war. But is such ill-treatment rare in British territory ? 
The Boers may ask the English, who are known to be just: How do you treat 
your own subjects, the natives of India, in your own colony—Natal? You are 
not the natives of the place, and these natives of India, who are helping you 
in bringing waste lands under cultivation, are not also natives of the place. 
Without their help you could not hope to see agriculture flourish so rapidly in 
this tropical country. But you are driving out these poor Indians from your 
colony like so many cats and dogs. They are not allowed to build houses, nor 
are they allowed to cultivate a few acres of land. In the Transvaal we have 
given the Uitlanders a footing in the very heart of our country. They are in 
the occupation of the best and richest portion of the country, but still they are 
not satisfied. At their instigation you have brought your big: guns for our 
destruction.’”? What answer will the English give to such questions? 
Samay. 7. The same paper has the following :— 
| 5 We have come to know from a trustworthy source 
Puja for British victory inthe that the head panda of the Baidyanath temple 


A „ worshipped the god Baidyanath for seven days 

f praying for English victory in the Transvaal war. But we think that a priest 
who thus prays to gods, who are looked upon by the English as idols, makes 
himself ridiculous in their eyes. The public will take it as a flattery of the 
: English, notwithstanding the efforts of the priest to convince the people that 
1 his motive is different. 


3 8. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 30th December has the following :— 


1 ‘ 88 Strange rumours are afloat in Calcutta in con- 
f ane gue rega rc pg de Far. nection with the Boer war. One day a cook 
13 returned from the bazaar and circulated the rumour that any one found talking 
1 | of the war would be arrested. He seemed to be convinced of the truth of the 
vat rumour, although he could not say why and by whom people were being 
Ri arrested. A hawker and a servant maid believed the 4 and the rumour 
| was widely circulated. 
1 But the rumours heard in tramcars and railway carriages are much more 
is strange. One says: —“ A Boer is a veritable monster; he has the strength of 
five elephants.” Another says:—‘The Government has employed 250 
detectives, and the Police Commissioner has ordered them to arrest any one 
found extolling Boer valour.” Lou are perfectly right,” says a third, “there 
may be detectives in our midst, and it will be unsafe to talk of the war.” ‘This 
is followed by silence in the car. , 
But nothing could be more delicious than the following rumour:—“ A 
at regiment of Boer ladies have come to the front and are going to invest Lady- 
1 ‘ gmith. General Buller is greatly perplexed, and does not know how to deal 


Indians in South Africa. 
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swith these Boer amazons. He has telegraphed to-the War Offices for a regiment 


of r to fight with the Boer ladies.” People are also betting on 
the issues of the war. : : Dae gy ays 
9. The same paper has the following in an article headed Fear not! 
The English are sure to win in the long run: 
The war in South Africa has assumed a serious 
aspect. What we could never imagine has now come to pass. We could: never 
think that the hare would be able to remain firm in a fight with the lion; that 
the glow-worm would try to outshine the sun. But what is this that we see? 


„Fear not. 


The Boers— the uncivilised, the uneducated, the insignificant Boers— have all of 


a sudden assumed a warlike attitude. The ant has puffed itself up into a moun- 
tain. There seems to be some magical influence working in this Boer war; for 
it is by magic, and by magic alone, that a handful of dust can be turned into a 
handful of gold, a dead man can be made to speak, and a large tree can be 
made to grow ina moment out of a tiny ‘seed. We, weak Bengalis, have 
been thrown: into great anxiety to see the Boer dwarf insulting and defying 
the British giant. We are loyal subjects of the British Government, and we 
fully thise with it in its weal and woe. Without the English we are 
utterly helpless. This is why the least danger to the British Government 
throws us into great anxiety, and this anxiety is increased when the danger 
appears unexpectedly. But we know that the English are ever victorious— 
that England is the mistress of a world-wide Empire. It is sure that the Boers 
will submit to England in the near future and sue for peace. The swan sings 
the sweetest at the time of its death; the ant gets wings only to court destruc- 
tion, the flickering lamp flashes up just when it goes out. This is the case with 
the Boers. So we need not fear, although our anxiety is great. Our anxiety 
is due solely to the loss of life which is taking place in the war—to the 
mournful and frightful scene on the battlefield—to the agonising cry of the 
wounded and the lamentable loss of brave officers and soldiers. The English 
War Office is every day being crowded by men and women anxiously asking 
for information from the seat of war, and wanting to know how their friends 


and relatives are faring, Many are going away crying and shedding tears on 


hearing of the death of a dear friend or a near relative. 
10. In the opinion of the Hublul Mateen [Calcutta] of the Ist January, 
The rumoured visit of the Shah there is no foundation for the rumour that the 
n Shah of Persia will soon pay a visit to Europe. 
The writer has heard nothing to that effect from 
his Persian correspondent. 
11. The same paper writes as follows :— 
111 The English Press says that after the arrival 
Sung im me EEN har. of Lord Roberts and General Kitchener in South 
Africa, British troops will attack the Boers from all sides and press them hard. 
This will be possible only if the Boers remain inactive and do not take the 
trouble to fight. Some are of opinion that instead of remaining inactive, the 
Boers will exhaust their resources of skill and strategy in opposing the move- 
ments of the British troops. If England is defeated, she will be compelled to 
conclude a peace, be it with honour or with disgrace, and the Boers will be 
freed from all fear. The European Powers should not take any side in this 
war, and should allow the two parties to try conclusions among themselves. If 
the British gain the victory, the Transvaal Republic will be destroyed, and they 
will treat the Boers as they have treated the Soudanese. The British public 
and the British Parliament are not sorry for their losses, and they openly say 
that England will be victorious in the long run. This is true. For the 
victories gained by the Boers up to this time are hard won. They never 
dreamt of these victories. But even if England comes out victorious, she will 
have to make great sacrifices for her victory. ; 
12. The Pallivusi es Burdwan,] of the 3rd January has the 
ollowing :— 
The Boers are at last undone. Lord Roberts, 
still mourning the death of his brave son, is going to the front. He will, no 
doubt, copiously shed Boer blood to avenge the death of his son. It is a fore- 
gone conclusion that when a brave and experienced General like Lord Roberts 
is going to take the field victory to English arms is sure, The whole world 
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js now anxiously waiting to witness his deeds of bravery and valour, and there 
is rey or chat he will’ goon gratify the world’s curiosity. It is said that their 
success in investing and opposing some English Generals haus encouraged the 
Boers and increased their enthusiasm, and that they are making tremendous 


efforts to o Lord Roberts. But no efforts on their part will succeed 
when Lord Roberts, whois the terror of his enemies, will lead the British 


Hops: he is sure to lead them to victory. The Boers should expect no mercy 
pag at Roberts’ hands. Like Arj egg at heart at the death of his son, 
he will completely rout the enemy. 1 

Boers, rejoice so long as Lord Roberts does not take the field! Your 
reputation has filled the world. Your courage and bravery have become the 
talk of Europe, and German and French Generals have gone to South Africa to 
witness your military skill and tactics! But do you know the cause of your 
reputation ? You are too proud and vain to know that. Let us then tell you 
that your reputation is solely due to the fact that you have somehow found 

ourselves confronting the brave English, whose empire is world-wide and who 
have vanquished their enemies everywhere. But do not be elated with joy 
because you have succeeded in some small engagements fought in the fashion of 
jackals. Ravan was praised for his bravery, although fhe was killed by Ram. 

ven so is your reputation for heroism. 

The English are ever victorious, and they have never known defeat; they 
have never shown their back to the enemy. You have seen the Gordon High- 
landers laying themselves on the battlefield with as much readiness as they 
would lie on a soft bed. That day you were miraculously and providentially 
saved. If Lord Methuen had waited a few minutes more, your Cronje would 
have been in serious peril. But now you are undone. Lou have done your 
utmost for the liberty of your country, but your ultimate defeat is certain. 

On the arrival of Lord Roberts, the Transvaal will be turned into another 
Kurukshetra. The Boers will try their best te oppose Lord Roberts, and that 
invincible General will strike hard and heavily. If there be no peace before 
Lord Roberts’ arrival, the rivers in South Africa will be soon erimsoned with 
blood. Many a faithful wife will lose her husband; many an affectionate mother 
will lose her son, and there will be orphans innumerable. The world can be 
spared that heart-rending spectacle only if Lord Salisbury follows Mr. Gladstone’s 
example and prefers peace. But will this prayer be heard? 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


18. A correspondent, writing in the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 
Suspicious mendicants in Rani- 26th December, draws the attention of the local 
ganj. * lice to the presence of numerous wandering men- 
dicants in Raniganj, in the district of Burdwan. These men generally come to 
beg in the villages near the Puri road, and sometimes pass a day or two there. 
But why do they disperse themselves in this way in villages away from 
| oe ? It is said that paddy is being stolen from the fields in village 
Some one killed a Sundi of village Domani, in the Burdwan district, and 
buried his corpse in a pond, The chaukidars got scent of the matter, and 
recovered the body from the pond. The body was sent to Raniganj for 

post mortem examination. 
14, The Sri Sri Vishnu-Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

27th December has the following: 
~ me a rx mare Sarkar, of ee, Muktaram 
| abu’s Street, Calcutta, mysteriously disa ed in 
May last. Enquiry was made as to his eee ut no nt ds or bias ena 
be found. One day Lal Bihari’s friend, Babu Krishna Dhan Mukerji, got the 
* letter from him :— 
lave come to Assam. One day a Rabu asked me in Calcutta w 

I was willing to accept a clerkship in 2 Singli tea garden, district eee 
on a salary of Rs. 30 per month. I consented, and he took me into a house 
in Harrison Road, Calcutta, and wanted to know my name and caste. I 
answered that my name was Lal Bihari Sarkar, and I was by caste a Kayasha. 


A case of fraudulent cooly-re- 
cruitment in Calcutta. 


Ne, tnd the 
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aa, t my home was not in Calcutta but in Purulia. I asked him the 
reason. of his advising me to say all these falsehoods. He replied that it was 
jetter to conceal one's name and caste when abroad, He then took me to. 
Naihati and thence to Dhubri.. Here he made me cin an agreement for four 
yearg. I objected, but he told me that there was no harm in it, and he himself. 
had to do the same. After this the Babu made himeelf scarce. When I reached 
Bihari ghat, two chaprasis came to the steamer ghat and told me that I should 
have to dig the earth in the Singli tea ger en. I wept and besought them 
a send me hack to Calcutta, but they turned a deaf ear to all my ‘prayers and 
solicitations, and told me that I should have to dig in the tea garden for four 
years, and after that I might get my release. I am now in the tea garden. 
I am getting fever every day, and have also got dropsy. I cannot live long. 
Umanath Lahiri, a cooly-recruiter, who lives a little way from the Sealdah 
corner of Harrison Road, sent me to Assam, Please see and tell him to make 
arrangements for bringing back Hari Charan, whom he had sent to Assam. If 
he refuses to do so, take this letter to the police office and lodge a complaint 
against him. Sick as I am, I have still to dig, and if I cannot dig, they beat 

me black and blue. ee | | 


4 


Muy address—Hari Charan Sarkar, 


Singlijan Tea Garden, Post Office, 
Kelem, district Tezpur. 


Lal Bihari’s old mother made a petition to the Chief Commissioner of Assam 
praying for the release of. her son and sending with it her son’s letter. We 
ave little doubt that Mr. Cotton will grant her prayer. But it is a matter of 
regret that such things should happen in Assam in these days of peace and 
order. The Assam Labour and * Bill is now before the Council. 
We hope that the Government will put down the evils of cooly-recruitment 


t 
* 


for ever. 
15. A correspondent, writing in the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 28th 
7 5 | December, says that eight or nine cases of theft 
aoe in a village in the Rangpur within two or three months lately occurred in 
istrict. ° 5 . 
village Panga, district Rangpur. The local police 
were informed, but they have not been able to trace the offenders. It must be 
owing to the negligence of the police that the offenders are not brought to 
justice. = | | 
16. The Nava Yug nene 2 the 28th age draws the. attention 
: aes of the Commissioner of Police to the use of false 
~~ —_— weights in nearly all the shops in Calcutta. The 
other day the writer saw a shopkeeper in Natun Bazar, Jorasanko, using a 
false weight. The man when detected said, in the presence of many persons, 
that all shopkeepers in Natun Bazar were in the habit of using false weights, 
and that they had to give to the police something every month for enjoying. 
this privilege. ) 
17. A correspondent writes in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th 
8 December that the District Superintendent of 
Police, Darbhanga, has ordered the clerks of his 
| a office to work till evening, even on Sundays. The 
Head Clerk has been advised to report to the District Superintendent of Police 
the absence of any clerk on a Sunday, and, according to these instructions, he 
reported against one Gaya Prasad, a clerk drawing a salary of Rs. 10 a month, 
who had absented himself from office on a Sunday. Gaya Prasad was fined 
one rupee. | | isi eae ain 
The editor comments as follows on the above:— 


Considering Mr. Pratt's antecedents, we cannot disbelieve our correspond- 
ent. Mr, Pratt is a Christian, and we should like to know in what light the 
e Government and the Christian clergy will look upon his breaking the 

a b F 3 


- The District Superintendent of 
Police, Darbhanga. 
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18. The Hitakari [Kusthia] of the 29th” December has the fale 


lowing :— 1 l 
A dying man devoured by On the night of the 25th or 26th of December 
jackals in the 


Nadia district. a dying man was lying in the verandah of the shop 


of one Jogendra Nath Saha in the J anipur Bazar, within the jurisdiction of the 
Khokra police outpost, in the district of Nadia, J ackals were seen ‘devouring. 


the man when still alive. The man cried now and then in agony, and the 
neighbouring shopkeepers drove away the jackals once or twice. In the. 
morning only a few bones were found in the place where the unfortunate man 
had been seen lying the previous night. Janipur Bazar is not very fer from 
the police outpost, and if the police had taken a little care, the man would not 
have been thus devoured by jackals. The Sub-Inspector could have sent him 
to the Kusthia Hospital. | | ee 
19. The Samiran [Calcutta] of the 29th December draws: the attention of 
Free sale of cocaine in Calentta, the Commissioner of Police to the unlicensed sale’ 
of cocaine in the shops in Calcutta. It is sold very 
cheap in the betel shops, and even in watch and clock-makers’ shops. We have 
come to know that a single person in Calcutta often purchases a rupee or a 
rupee and-a-half worth of cocaine every day in quantities not-worth more than 
one-and-a-half or one anna at a time. We are thankful to Government for 
abolishing the opium dens, and we shall be grateful to it if it can in any way 
prevent the unrestricted sale of this substance, 
20. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 29th December draws the attention of 
the Commissioner of Police to the activity of 
swindlers in Calcutta. These men have opened 
shops in public streets, which they call Fancy Bazars, and cheat innocent 
mufassal people in broad daylight. Some of these shops are located near 
Jorasanko, at the Guranhata corner, aud in Bowbazar Street. Two special 
constables have been posted in front of two of these shops on the Chitpur 
Road, but these constables are helping the swindlers instead of preventing them 
from cheating the public, The swindlers stand on the footpath in front of 
their shops and attract a crowd of ignorant people rund them, and induce 
them to part with all the money they happen to possess for a doll or a piece of 
ribbon. Sometimes they forcibly take money from ignorant people. 
21. In continuation of what he wrote in a previous issue (Report on Native 
_ Papers for 30th December 1899, paragraph 12), a 
9 by 2 collecting correspondent writes in the Dacca Prakash[Dacca | of 
panchayat. , 2285 1 2 
the 3lst December that the collecting panchayat is 
ill-treating and oppressing those who have not paid his unlawful demand. With- 
out serving them with previous notices or giving them any warning, he enters 
into their houses in their-absence and attaches anything and everything which 
he can lay his hands on. This is certainly unlawful, but the panchayat does 
not hesitate to harass innocent people in this unlawful way. The residents of 
the villages in question have always been regular in their payment of the 
chaukidari tax, and one fails to understand why the panchayat should be so 
oppressive in realising it. According to the chaukidari law, no property can 
be attached without serving the 4 with previous notice. But the 
collecting panchayat observes no such ceremony. He even goes the length of 
insulting people on the public roads. The other day he called at the house of 
Babu Chaudhuri for the chaukidari tax, but did not find him at home. 
This so much enraged him, that one day he wrongfully confined him on his way 
from the market and ordered a chaukidar to stick the notice to his forehead. 
The innocent Brahman was at last rescued by some passers-by. It is hoped that 
the Magistrate will institute an enquiry into these complaints. 


22. The Som Prakash [Calcutta] of the Ist January has the following: 


Swindlers in Calcutta. 


es There is a pucka building within the compound 
BM on 2 Boag police com- of the Santipur police-station, district A ig Ten 


ae or 12 years ago the district authorities acqui 
this building from the Municipality for the parpose of housing the local Lolice 


constables. The object for which the building was acquired h 

fulfilled even for a day. The house was ren. at a 5 of Rs. 1,400, but i 
is doubtful whether it will now fetch Rs. 400. The house is in a dilapidated 
condition and has become the habitation of goats. The building was not 


_@ re & 


— „ , ee 


En) 


damaged by the earthquake. Large trees have grown upon the building and 
‘kis shows thet it 8 before the earthquake, because there was ne one 
to look after it. The Government can still get something by selling the 
materials of the building. N e i 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


23. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 26th December says that the 
: Mymensingh public are sorry for the transfer of 
Babu Gopal Chandra Beru. tg Babu Gopal Chandra Basu, the 3rd Subordinate 
ordinate Judge, of Mymensingh. Judge of Mymensingh, He always tried to do 
justice and was a perfect gentleman, He never struck off a case. 
24. A correspondent writes in the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar 
Patria (Calcutta) of the 27th December:— - 
Ir. Nat Sub-Depaty Magis- Mr. Lloyd, the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of 
ee Chaibassa, Chota Nagpur, one day entered the 
Bar Library and all of a sudden N to whip a respectable pleader. 
Being thus insulted and humiliated, the pleader went to the Deputy Commis- 
gioner and complained against the Sub-Deputy Magistrate. The matter was 
also brought to the notice of the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, who happened. 
to be present at Chaibassa at the time. The pleader said that on the previous 
day be had some altercation with the 41 tag Magistrate, and perhaps that 
was the cause of this assault. When Mr. Lloyd was called before the Deputy 
Commissioner he feigned madness, and the pleader was requested not to proceed 
against him. The pleader, therefore, lost all hope of obtaining any wh rh at 
the hands of the Deputy Commissioner. Nearly a fortnight has passed since 
that incident, and now we see that Mr. Lloyd has been transferred to Bhagal- 
pur. ‘This shows that the Government believes that Mr. Lloyd is not a lunatic. 
Otherwise the Government would not have again entrusted him with judicial 
work. Is it a punishment for Mr. Lloyd to be sent to a healthy place like 
Bhagalpur for whipping a respectable gentleman? When the pleader has not 
got any redress at the hands of the Government, will it now allow him to in- 
stitute legal proceedings against Mr. Lloyd? 175 i 


7 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


25. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 26th December complains 
a 1 5 — the pees of Galpi, Bharhra, Les song and 
„ Wy ater-scarcity in some. visges other villages in the Mymensingh district suffer 
a See oe from severe water-scarcity in tho months of March, 
April and May. For their water the villagers dig a hole in a ditch or trench, 
and the muddy and foul water of this hole is all that is available for use. The 
residents of these villages are so poor that they cannot even dig a well at a 
cost of ten or twelve rupees, The water-scarcity may be removed if the 
District Board dig a well in a central place within the reach of all these 
villages. ae ) 
286. A correspondent writes in the Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 27th 


December that a large number of d . 
Mortality in some villages in the 8 eatns are occur 


Se Bairkathi, Balighona, Daharpara, Ramjankathi, 
Dasmona, and other villages in the Backergunge district, The people are dying 
for want of proper treatment, as there are no good doctors in those villages. 
The villagers will be greatly benefited if a charitable dispensary is opened near 
the village Hatkhola, on the eastern or westera side of the khal, which flows 
through Hosainpur and Ramchandrapur. | ) 
27. A correspondent writes in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th 
ee December that the Hooghly District Board does 

Complaints against the Hooghly not regular 
District Board. oo) - : 

a _._ Inspecting Pandits. The payment of a Sub-In- 
spector’s salary is often delayed for three weeks; the pay-bill of an Inspecting 
Pandit remains unattended to even for a month a hal or two months, 
Great delay is also made in paying the expenses incurred in holding the 
Lower Prim Examination in an examination centre, The School Sub- 


Inspectors and the Local Board of Jahanabad indented for stationery in 


ring in Hosainpur, Ramchandrapur, Kanchbalia, 


ay the Sub-Inspectors and the 
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January 1899, and they received it next September. The clerks and the 


CHARU Mm, 
Dec. 26th, 1899, 


MURSHIDABAD 
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Dec, 27th, 1899. 
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HitavaDI, 


Dec. 20th, 1899. 
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Sub-Inspectors had in the meantime to procure stationery at their own cost. 
Rare late in sending information to the Superintendent. This often causes 


170 or 175 boys are examined at a centre, but the District Board is’ 


b incon venience. This year the Lower Primary Examination papers did not 


reach the Jahauabad, Gaurhati and Bali centres in time. The authorities of 
two of the centres held the examination the. day following that on: which it 


* 


ought to have been held. But the authorities of the Jahanabad centre did not 
act in this illegal way. The District Board authorities are thinking of holding 


a fresh examination at these three centres. To do justice to -the candidates,’ 
however, a fresh examination should be held at all the centres. * 


(9 )}—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. - 


28. A correspondent complains in the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 
ia ee 5 26th December that the construction of a road from 
An unfinished road in the Bagunbari to Haluaghat, through Pranganj and 
——— r in the Mymensingh district, was 
undertaken by the District Board some twelve or thirteen years ago, but has 
not been still finished. The road in its unfinished state becomes almost impass- 
able in the rainy season. The passenger traffic on this road is very heavy. 
It is hoped that the District Board will see that the construction of the road is 
soon finished. | . ae 

29. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad | of the 27th December com- 

: lains that the unmetalled road from Arangabad, 
A bad road in the Murshidabad in the Murshidabad district, to the Pakur station, 
— in the Sonthal Parganas district, is in a very bad 
condition. The road is under two District Boards, both of which neglect it. 
The road is so bad that accidents to carriages often taken place. 


Darbar 


(A) — General. 


30. The Murshidabad Hitaishi |Murshidabad ] of the 27th December has 
ee the following :— 9 8 
Lord Curzon at the Lucknow Lord Curzon’s speech at the Lucknow Darbar 
„ was most agreeable. Indeed, to me it seems that 
the times have passed by when rulers or the deputies of rulers can anywhere 
live with impunity amid the clouds of $e pi They must descend from the 
hill-tops and visit the haunts of men They must speak to them in their own 
tongue, and must be one in purpose and in heart with the people. Only 
so will they justify their high station ; only so will their authority be free from 
challenge, because it will be founded upon trust.” These noble words are 
certainly becoming a noble-minded Viceroy like Lord Curzon, They are 
pleasant and graceful, and although no real good may soon come out of them, 
they give rise to hopes in the public mind, Lot all rulers, high and low, try: 
their hest to act up to the Viceroy’s excellent advice. Let them not be too 
proud of their position or too self-conceited. We also pray the Viceroy to 
give effect to his noble words, to carry out his noble intentions. Let him be 
true to his words. Let not his acts belie his words, Let not there be in his 
case n honeyed tongue and a heart full of gall. Let us not be stabbed with a 
sugared knife. Lord Curzon will be worshipped in every Hindu home if he is 
found to be true, in action as well as in word, to the policy of mutual trust 
and sympathy which he has so nobly enunciated. Lord Curzon should also 
look upon it as his N to see that the noble policy laid down by him is faith- 
toy. carried out by his subordinates. If he can do this, he will soon witness 
striking proofs of Indian Oni, and will be convinced of the baselessness of 
the charge of disloyalty which is preferred against the Indian people by those 
who want to hold an entire nation responsible for the outrages committed 
by er yt Sepoy 1 do not know whether our fond 
hope will be realised and the ha ay will ever come. if i | 
it will be a red-letter day for all India.” Pon oe ee 
31. The Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 29th December writes as follows with 
The release of the Natu brothers, ference to the release of the Natu brothers:— — 
N 7 Lord Sandhurst's rule had become unpopular - 
for various reasons, Tho loyal Indian people will remain grateful to him 


8 


3 

even for this one good act on the eve of his retirement. Lord Sandhurst lately 

came to Calcutta to pay a visit to the Viceroy. The Natus have been released: 

soon after this interview. It is eyo lief that it was at the advice of 
1 t — 


Lord Curzon that Lord Sandhurst gracious act. It is a great pleasure 
that the innocent Brahmans have been released no matter at whose advice. 
32. The same paper writes as follows, with reference to the Govern- 
Tho plague in Calcutta ment’s reply to the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur’s. 
. interpellation regarding the plague in Calcutta: - 

The Government’s has surprised us. Why should the Government 
have Ordered an enquiry if it had not suspected the genuineness of the plague 
cases? The Government has not also done well in saying that there is plague 
in Calcutta when it has not yet been informed of the result of the enquiry. 
Will any one be courageous enough to say that there isno plague in Calcutta 
in the teeth of this expression of official opinion on the subject 


ITI.— LEGISLATIVE, 


33. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Basar Paitrika [Calcutta] of the 
: 27th December has the following :— 
The Government of Bengal asked Sir Patrick 
yfair, the proprietor and agent of a tea garden, 
for an expression of his opinion about the proposed 
amendments in the Assam Labour and Emigration Bill now before the Council. 
Sir Patrick has expressed the following opinion on the Bill:—‘‘It is not neces- 
sary to make provisions in the Bill about increasing the wages and the quantity 
of food of the coolies. They live happily in Assam, and some of them earn even 
Rs. 30 each per month. The existing rule about obtaining the previous 
consent of the husband or other guardian of a female before binding her by 
agreement is also objectionable, because proof of such consent is at times very 
difficult to procure. It will be better to provide that if the husband or the 


4 Sir Patrick 8 on the 
ssam Labour and Emigration 
Lill Pla 


ardian of a female cooly makes any reasonable objection her agreement will 


void.“ These proposals of Sir Patrick Playfair may very well be applied to 
civilised Christians. . They will go hard against such faithful and loving wives 
as the uncivilised cooly women are. As for those who are fraudulently recruited 
and sent to Assam and who demand their release as soon as they perceive their 
mistake, Sir Patrick Playfair says that when a cooly has been admitted into a 
den, a certain time should be fixed after which no cooly may be allowed to 
emand release on the ground of fraudulent recruitment. Yes, the proprietors 
of tea gardens will be preety benefited if this proposal is carried into effect, 
If they can make such allotted time pass, by hook or by crook, they will become 
absolute masters of their slaves. But Sir Patrick Playfair ought to know that 


the passing of such laws and regulations will cast a stain on the civilised 
Christian Government, 


VI.—-MIscELLANEOUS. 


34, The Burdwan Sanpivani [Burdwan] of the 26th December has the 
b Colonie Jesus Christ was against war, but his disciple, 
Ee the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, is in its favour. He 
says that in times of peace men forget the Lord and are absorbed in worldly 
affairs, but in times of war they are awakened from their lethargy and show to 
the world that they are real men. Being a disciple of Jesus, the Lord Bishop 
is enco g Christians to engage themselves in war. Is this Christianity? 
35. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th December has the following with 
A reference to the Indian Association's memorial to 
rial to the Viceroy. the Viceroy:— 

a The Indian Association's memorial to the 
Viceroy should not be looked upon as the memorial of a particular Association, 
but as the memorial of the Indian people. The subject-matter of the memorial 
bas been discussed in the Bengal Provincial Conference, in whose proceedings 
delegates from almost all important towns in Bengal take part. Our cry has 
so long been a cry in the wilderness, but we hope that Lord Curzon will not 
ignore our prayer, We cannot believe that His Excellency will ignore a 
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prayer, the-granting of which is sure to redound to the glory of British role. 
an 


increase the contentment of the people. ee ; 
36. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 29th December complains that. 
the arrangement of seats at the meeting of the 
The Mohammadan Educational Muhammadan Educational Conference was not satis- 
— factory. The seats for visitors were placed at a great 
distance from the platform and they could not hear the speakers. They gained 
nothing by purchasing tickets. It has also caused great dissatisfaction among 
the Bengali Musalmans that no one was allowed to speak in Bengali. There 
were many delegates innocent of — ＋ and Urdu. They ought to have been 
allowed to speak in Bengali, especially as the Conference was held in Bengal. 
The national song composed by Mojammel Huq ought to have been sung before 
the commencement of the proceedings, and the Bengali delegates ought to have 
been allowed to speak in Bengali. = 

Nawab Mohsinul Mulk ought not to have made a long speech in proposin 
Mr. Justice Amir Ali to the chair, The speech was in fact out of pe an 
order. A few words would have been enough forhis purpose. It did not look: 
well to deliver a long speech before the President had taken the chair. 

On the second day of the Conference the meeting was dissolved at 1-30 
p.M., and the proceedings were not as usual re-opened after tiffin. It is said 
that the wife of Mr. Justice Amir Ali had invited some of the delegates to a 
river trip, and in their absence the proceedings could not be re-opened. Those 
who were entrusted with the management of the Conference ought to have 
given the delegates previous notice of this, and ought not to have kept them 
uselessly waiting for a long time. od 

It is a pity that all the speeches were delivered in English and Urdu, and 
in the metropolis of Bengal no delegate was allowed to speak in Bengali. 
When Nawab Mohsinul Mulk appealed to the Bengali Musalmans in Urdu for 
subscriptions, his speech was not even understood by most of them. This 
being the case, the Bengali Musalmans should not be.expected to come forward 
with subscriptions. 

37. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the Ist January, writes as follows with 

a Sd ve to * 8 comments on the alleged 

ante Puropean etier, ill-treutment of some European soldiers by the 

n of « Europes soldier. idents of Bulandahahr, in the North.Woetern 
Provinces :— 

The Pioneer says that a soldier fired at a deer, but missed his mark and hit 
a boy. The boy was not injured, but still the village boys came in a body, 
beat the soldier, and broke his leg. Our contemporary complains that if such 
things are allowed to pass it will go hard with European soldiers, and no 
European soldier will have any freedom of movement out of his cantonment. 
Does the Pioneer desire a whole Province to be turned into a hunting preserve 
for European soldiers? Should they be allowed to go anywhere and every- 
where and play with their guns ? 

38. The Prativasi | Calcutta] of the Ist January has the following :— 
fp i Mr. Justice Amir Ali is an educated, wise, 
Muhammadan Ed cational Con- experienced, and travelled gentleman. A man of 
ference. his intelligence and experience is rare in the 
Musalman community. We fail to understend how he could support the 
pees of founding a separate Musalman University. The founding of such 
a University will complete the existing division between Hindus and Musal- 
mans. They differ from one another in manners and customs, and if they are 
educated in different universities the chance of uniting them will be gone. 
Living in the same country and under the same Government, will Hindus and 
Musalmans be happy if they are estranged from one another? Will not the 
proposal of founding a Musalman University be attended with the evils of the 
policy of „divide and rule?” Moreover, different universities for different 
a 2 — aie 2 keenness, and will thereby prejudi- 
affect their usefulness. ey will a i i 10 
2 9 y so give rise to hatred, and malice, 
We do not also approve of Mr. Justice Amir Ali’s p 
Urdu among the Musalmans of Bengal and Bombay. 


eo to introduce 
burden if one has to forsake the language of the country in 


ill not life prove a 
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born and brought up and will die? We advise the Musalmans to give up the 
idea of founding a Musalman University at Aligarh. Let them reform the 
existing system of education. 5 
39. A correspondent writes in the Hablul Mateen — J of the Ist 
| ges January that Musalmans of to-day are gradually 
ale Muselmans of the present falling into the depths of degradation because they 
2 no longer observe the rules prescribed by the 
Muhammadan law. The interpretation of this law is in the hands of despotic 
Musalman Aakims, who do not administer justice according to its tenets. Hence 
it is clear that the ruin of the Musalmans is imminent. The progress and 
advancement of the Europeans are due to the fact that the law by which they 
are. governed has been derived from the Musalman law books and is strictly 
obeyed by them. ; 


Uriya PAPERS. 


40. Referring to the promotion of Mr, Maddox, the late Settlement 

Officer of Orissa, the Urtya and Navasamvad 

Mr. Maddox asa Settlement Balasore] of the 13th December observes that 

rr Mr. Maddox was an able officer, and his ability was 

nowhere so conspicuous as in the conduct and control of the settlement opera- 
tions in Orissa. 

41. Referring to the indebtedness of the raiyats in many mahals, the 
same paper observes that a season of bad crop 
| must compel the poor raiyats to borrow from 
creditors, who will advance money on the security of the raiyati land of the 
former and thereby invite a class of middlemen, who will occupy the 
lands in question, thereby. dispossessing the ratyats of their lands and harass- 
ing the landlords in various ways, for the latter will find it very difficult to 
deal with the creditors, who are generally a rich class of men and who 
have no other relation with the landlords. The writer, therefore, prays for 
special legislation on the subject, and wants to know the views of his con- 


temporaries. 5 5 
42. The Samvad Vahika [ Balasore] of the 14th December is sorry to notice 


Indebtedness of Uriya ruiyats. 


The Orissa Coast Canal. Orissa has made the Orissa Coast Oanal useless in 


every respect, The writer observes that Government heeded not the protest 
of Mr. Beames, an able District Officer of Orissa, against the Coast Canal scheme, 
and depended solely on the opinion of experts, thereby wasting a large amount 


of public money in vain. 


43. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 13th December is sorry to 
notice that the number of passes issued under the 
Indian Arms Act is decreasing day by day, and 
thereby insecurity to life and property is increasing proportionately. The 
writer advises the authorities to slacken the rigidity of the rule under the Indian 
Arms Act, and thereby win the confidence and good-will of a large number of 
Her Majesty’s Indian subjects. 


44. The same paper advises the educational authorities to drop the 
punishment of “ ear-pulling,” which is in constant 


practice in our village pathsalas and other schools, 
as that practice is a relic of barbarism. | 


45. The Head Pandit of the minor school in Parikud in the Puri district 
i writes a letter to the same paper, stating that the 
district. = (<ti‘:S:S”~SCSt~SfséCR jac of that place has exhausted his resources in 
relieving the distress of his poor subjects, who have 
lost their paddy crop and are therefore in a famished condition, and that, unless 


the British Government comes forward with timely aid, a large number of the 
famished may die. 


46. The Utkaldipika [Calcutta] of the 23rd December regrets to notice 
a tendency on the part of Government te reduce 
the number of non-official members in the Indian 
Legislative Council from ten to five and observes 
that local self-government is in danger under the present regimé. 


Passes for arms decreasing. 


„ Rar-pulling” in pathsalas. 


Non-official members of Legis- 
lative Councils. 


that the commencement of the railway traffic in 
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LDIPIKA. 47. The same r is of opinion that His 
Dee. i, 199. 2 has — popular and risen in the opi 


ow the Indian public by his statesmanlike, learned 
and sympathetic utterances in different parts of India, and by his keen and 
sincere interest in the good and welfare of the Indian N 

UPKALDIPIRA. 48. The same paper is sorry to notice that a large number of Muhum- 
5 madans in Lucknow are against the Indian National 
Congress. opposition to the Congress, and advises all Indians to join the 
Congress movement, as it aims at lawful objects, the 

realisation of which will benefit all classes of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects. 


LDH. 49. The same paper regrets to learn that cholera is raging virulently 
4 N Cholera in a village in the in village Dansar in Banki, in district Cuttack, and 
4 Cuttack district. has already carried off some souls. 


AssaM PaPERS. 


SILOHAR. 50. The Silchar [Cachar] of the 30th November has the following :— 
Nov. 80th, 1800. Wel It has been proposed to increase the wages of 
the coolies employed in tea gardens by one rupee. 
i This has caused much agitation among the planters. They say that they have 
1 no objection to increasing the wages of coolies if the amount of work done by 
i them is also increased. We, from our experience, can say that the coolies are 
already overworked, and they will die a premature death if the amount of 
their work is further increased. Even if the pay of the coolies be raised they 
will hardly get the full pay, as deductions from their pay will be made on 
various pretexts. 


’ 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATrOR'S OFFICE, 


The 6th January, 1900. 
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